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March 12, 2020 
 

Dear NMCUSD Families, 
 

For all emergency situations the District utilizes the Incident Command System (ICS), as a 

means of coordinating the resources and responses of the District.  As of today, there are no 

reports of confirmed cases of Covid-19 in Monterey County.  However, the Monterey County 

Administrative Officer issued a proclamation of a local emergency on Friday, March 6, 2020.  

This is a precautionary measure, which will help local agencies mobilize and coordinate 

resources should the virus be detected here.  As a result, NMCUSD has initiated our Incident 

Command System ICS to monitor the situation daily, process the daily guidance as it applies to 

our schools, students, employees and families, and to communicate with the various parts of our 

school district community.  We encourage staff, parents and the community to stay informed 

with factual information by signing up for the District app and referring to the district’s website 

www.nmcusd.org.  
 

What is the status of school field trips/events of the District? 

As of this morning, the California Health Department has provided guidance to limit social 

gatherings and to consider cancelling or postponing any school-related travel/events through the 

end of March.  The District is reviewing all school related gatherings/trips/events through the 

end of March to either cancel, reschedule or limit the event.  For example, a league track meet 

schedule today will be held with only student athletes and essential staff/coaches with no other 

visitors.  We know that we cannot prevent the coronavirus; however, we can continue to work to 

minimize the exposure and the spread of the contagion. 
 

1. All school related athletics/field trips/events scheduled at this time through the end of the 

school year are being reviewed with possible postponement or cancellation.  

2. General factors considered when making a decision to proceed with the event/trip: 

a. Location in proximity to known cases and # of cases in that area 

b. Size of the event in terms of participants and type of venue (indoor, enclosed, 

large crowds, etc.) 

c. Access of non-school/public populations to the event 

d. Ability to reschedule, refund or provide chaperones 

e. Directives provided by the Monterey County Public Health Department 

 

Information about approvals/denials will be provided by the site Principals, so that they may 

communicate with staff, parents and students on the status of their trip/event.  Please note that 

the circumstances may change and the decision-making process will remain fluid to allow for 

these changes. 

http://www.nmcusd.org/
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We continue to remind the NMCUSD community: 

• Avoid close contact with sick people, keep distance of 3-6 feet in social gatherings. 

• Frequent handwashing with soap for at least 20 seconds.  Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and 

mouth, cover your cough/sneeze. 

• Stay at home if you are experiencing flu-like symptoms, especially a fever. 

• Anyone who displays symptoms will be sent home. Make a family plan in the event you will be 

required to stay home for at least two-weeks due to symptoms, to care for yourself or a family 

member, or if schools close. 

• Be sure that your contact phone number is updated on file with the school office.  We recommend 

that you use the NMCUSD app available for download (watch video directions on our district 
website to download).  Use the district app for updated messages regarding your child’s school.  

• Reminder that district school employees cannot and do not evaluate medical conditions, medical 

professionals will continue to serve in this capacity so make sure you know where to seek 

medical attention. 

• The Center for Disease Control (CDC) does not recommend face masks for school staff or 

students who do not display any symptoms.  
 

What is the District’s prevention? 

NMCUSD is receiving continued updates from the California Department of Public Health and 

the Monterey County Office of Education regarding the status of how the coronavirus is 

affecting our community/schools and how to mitigate its effects. We continue to employ health 

and hygiene education to our students and staff as well as have initiated a plan for augmented 

disinfection of classrooms, office areas, and other “high touch” areas such as door, keyboard, etc.  

The school office and health services staff are monitoring student absences due to cold/flu 

related systems and they work in coordination with health reporting protocols to the Monterey 

Public Health Department. 
 

Will Schools Close? 
 

The California Department of Education has provided guidance to districts regarding protocols in 

anticipation of possibility of a school closure.  North Monterey County Unified School District is 

working with local and state agencies regarding the decision to close a school. In the case of 

COVID-19, the decision to close a school would most likely come from the Monterey County 

Public Health official. 
 

Please review the CDC guidance on how to “Get Your Children Ready for Coronavirus Disease 

2019” so that you can take an active role in the prevention of exposure and prepare if the District 

determines schools must be closed for a period of time.  Additionally the CDC has provided 

information on “Talking with children about Coronavirus Disease 2019:  Messages for parents, 

school staff, and others working with children.” 

http://www.nmcusd.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/checklist.html
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